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From the Chair
3 April 2021
email: chair@tauntonwelcomesrefugees.co.uk
Rt Hon Priti Patel MP

Home Office
2 Marsham Street
London
SW1P 4DF
Dear Home Secretary
Home Office Minister’s Statement to Parliament 24 March  2021 and
The Home Office: New Plan for Immigration: Policy Statement 24 March 2021

We welcome the opportunity to comment more fully on the ‘New Plan for Immigration’ at a later date However, in the meantime wish to make some immediate responses to the various proposals.

We welcome the following policy improvements:

· Attacking the business model of people smugglers to reduce the unnecessary loss of life and trauma as individuals make their way across North Africa or the Middle East, into Europe.

· The awarding of immediate ‘leave to remain’ for those who arrive via the legal resettlement and transfer schemes, ending the current system of five years of potential uncertainty and anxiety.

· The setting aside of £14M funding for tailored packages (training and language support etc.) to enable refugees to find and move into appropriate employment. Our experience as an organisation is that the inability to find appropriate work is one of the greatest frustrations for those we support.

Despite these positive developments, there are major parts of this policy which seem either eminently unworkable, unjust or both (despite the repeated claim that fairness is the heart of all these recommendations):

· The assumption that all who find the funds to use people smugglers are automatically not in priority need of urgent protection, and those that register through recognised institutions are the most needy, in our experience, is a grave error of judgement. 

· This fails to understand the processes by which people make decisions to flee, and just how little understanding they (or their sponsoring families) may have about the legal niceties of countries far away. Those who are fortunate enough to have access to the right information may end up doing ‘the right things’ to qualify for registration and resettlement. But many in imminent danger, especially in remote areas, may only have misleading and inaccurate rumour to aid their decisions – leading them to make choices that will have devastating consequences down the line. There is no fairness in the randomness of ‘knowing what the right thing to do’ might be!

·  There is no existing agreement or viable plan with other European countries to receive ‘refused asylum seekers’ from the UK. The countries through which they have passed already bear the brunt of the uncontrolled immigration into Europe. What is fair about imposing more upon them, without appropriate cross-country support, planning and funding?

· We continue to be concerned about the conditions under which our asylum seekers live, and the vague plans to relocate asylum seekers in the future to other ‘holding areas’ or places increases our concern, rather than alleviates it.

· Some UNHCR statistics suggest that, at most, 5% of current registered refugees are resettled each year. Even if we were to double our financial commitment to a resettlement programme (which does not appear to be imminent, from the new policy statement) there is no mention about what is to happen to the remaining 95%, and who will support them!  What is the UK’s wider international responsibility here? In order to prevent ‘illegal journeys’ asylum seekers need a viable, accessible and obviously successful alternative option. There is no fairness in having no realistic plan for them.

We would like, therefore, to make some positive suggestions:

· Individuals should be able to make asylum applications from the first country of asylum (ie where they feel safe) to a country of their choice – giving reasons for that choice. 

· Adequate funds should be in place to enable the host countries to provide appropriate facilities for those seeking temporary refuge and this should be an urgent and shared international effort.

· The UK should fund a humane and efficient system of assessing the asylum applications at source, on the basis of need – as set out in the UNHCR selection criteria and not on arbitrary judgements based on what money changed hands, where and when.
Yours sincerely

Gail Griffith
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